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LABOUR: END REPRESSION IN SIX COUNTIES

WITHDRAW TRODPS NOW

THE LABOUR GOVERNMENT'S DECISION to flood the south Armagharea
with units from 'Spearhead Battalion' and the elitist 'Special Air Services'
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(SAS) regiment must be opposed by all sections of the labour movement
in Britain, Mr Wilson has given the reinforced British army in the north
of Ireland an extremely tough mandate. Included in the seven measures

listed as the role of the troops in
"Armagh, the British Prime Minister
has included:

@® More personal identitiy checks.
® More surveilance operations on
the border,

® More house to house searches in
the area,

@® Full use of powers to arrest and
question local inhabitants.

® More check-points for vehicles
and people,

harrassment

In stepping up the job of harrass-
ment of the local population of south
Armagh, the Westminster Govern-
ment will be leaning heavily on the
crack 'counter-subversion® squad,
the SAS, In the blunt language of a
'Times' feature article in mid-Jan-
uary, the SAS will be ",,told to do
what the Army has so far failed to
do — kill terrorists, ™ But the prob-
lem which the new forces inArmagh
confront is one familiar toallarmies
occupying a foreign and hostile pop-
ulation—how do they sort out the
'terrorists' from the ordinary people
of South Armagh?

It was only in the previous month
of December that MerlynRees was
specifically denying (during 'question
time' in the House of Commons) that
any useful purpose would be served by
pouring more troops into the South
Armagh area. Onthis particular
occasion, the Secretary of State for
'Northern Ireland' stated, in res-
ponse to calls from Conservative MP
Biggs-Davidson to step up Army
action against the local population,
that ”Wé are operating in the sort of
country where large numbers offor-

ces are not needed. ' (Times5. 12, 75).

sectarian

But the situation that has arisen in
the wake of the fifteen sectarian kill-
ings which took place between 4-5th
January (5 Catholics in Whitecross
and Ballydougan, 10 Protestants at
Whitecross) has clearly revealedthat
the policies of British governments!'
are blown like straws in the wind by
the ceveloping situation in the north
of Ireland, The Westminster govern-
ment staggers around from one sit-g
uvation to the next without any coher-
ent plans or strategy. This has been
revealed at every major turn in
events in the Six Counties; fromdir-
ect rule, through internment, so-
called '"power-sharing', and the most
recent efforts with the Constitutional
on,

And with every latest
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Besides an increased physical pres-
ence of soldiers in the north of Ire-
land, the current situation holds ex-~
tremely grave dangers flowing from
the political dead-end of no policies
and no plans on the part of 'Her Maj-
esty's Government’,

Collaboration, and the exchange of
secret documents and dossiers be-
tween Army officers and the Loyalist
para-militaries has been reported in
the British press, An article in the
Sunday Times of 8 June last year re-
vealed how the Army had been hand-
ing over photographs of '"suspects'’,
along with their names, addresses
and telephone numbers to thz very
people who have claimed responsib-
ility for scores of sectarian murders.

The collaboration between sections
of the Army High command and the
Loyalist ultra-right now appears to
have spread to sections of the Civil
Service that serve Her Majesty's
Gc;vernment in the Six Counties, The
most prominent leader of the UUUC,
the Rev, Ian Paisley, made use of
some secret documents, which he
claimed he received '"through the
post", in order to discredit any

NOTHING HAS CHANGED, Thous-
ands of Spanish workers have dem-
onstrated this in last month's
massive strike-wave—the first test
of the '"sincerity' of the post-
Franco regime.

Nothing has changed. Just as
under Franco himself, the exer-
cise of elementary trade-union
rights has been met instantly with
smoke-bombs, tear gas, baton-
wielding riot police and the ruthless
imposition of military discipline.

In the first three weeks of this year,
nearly 125,000 workers (72, 000
railmen and 52,000 postmen) were
technically conscripted into the
army, The Madrid Central Post

Office was occupied by riot police
to prevent workers from meeting,
The same thing happened at the
Headquarters of the National Tel-
ephone Company. Striking clerks
were forcibly ejected from a main
bank in Madrid, In different parts
of the city, thirteen co'mpanies in
separate disputes locked out their
combined work-force of 50,000,

A women's demonstration was dis-

persed with tear-gas, A demons-
tration of 1,500 Chrysler workers

.ment,

moves on the part of the Westmin-
ster Government in the direction of
abolishing sectarian discrimination
against Catholics over council house
allocation,

The policies of Army commanders
are rapidly flowing into the vacuum
left by the government's own paraly-
sis, These commanders, establish-
ment civil servants and right-wing
Loyalists are increasingly taking in-
itiatives and preparing the way for
a bloody clamp-down against the Nat-
ionalist community in the north,

What happened in the period of the
Carsonite 'Ulster Volunteer' move-
when the British Army révol-
ted in the infamous 'Curragh Mutiny'
of March, 1914, and declared that
it would not obey Government dir-

SPAIN: DECISIVE HOUR APPROACHES

Chris Knight

(where three arrested shop-stew-
ards were appcaring) was lixewise
dispersed, The entire eight-man
postmen's strike-committee was
arrested, as were hundreds of
militants involved in other strikes,
Churches were invaded to evict
workers (and sympathetic priests)
attempting to convene meetings,
When a huge part of the crowd at

a football match began chanting a
slogan from the Portuguese rev-
olution ("The people united will
never be defeated')—along with
""No to the wages ceiling"—ri
police moved in there, too, with
a volley of smoke bombs followed
up with a baton charge,

Nothing has changed, And yet
everything has changed complete-
ly. Although it has forced the
workers back to work, the regime
is now socially isolated and ex-
posed as never before, Even the
Christian Democrats are refusing
to participate in the Gov e**w‘e"t‘*
phoney plans for '

"reforming" the dictat
’"avn been ]

OacCs

ectives tp act against the extreme
Loyalists of the Carson movement,
is happening once again.,

The British labour movement must
recognise that the Army in the Six
Counties is nowadays the major prop

of Ulster Orangism, sectarian bigot-
ry, and a rotten corrupt statelet
which is opposed by the overwhelm-
ing majority of the people of Ireland.
The only alternative policy to that
of permitting the Labour government
to allow the Army to make this thor-
oughly reactionary and bloody con-
tribution to Irish politics, is to de-
mand the immediate withdrawal of
all British troops. The building of
a campaign to force Wilson to get
the Army out must be a number one
priority for socialists and activists
within the labour movement,

strengthened position. We are now
seeing how the changed relationship
between the classes is finding its
reflection at the highest level within
the state. Above all, this is taking
the form of a growing political par-
alysis resulting from splits within
the ruling elite,

A minor incident illustrates well
how this paralysis is seizing the
regime. The following passage from
the British Financial Times refers
toa point of the strike-wawve
in "ar*r_d on January 21:

'uc‘w

in the day, political
itened by the strike

into the Nationzal

bers. During a lunch at which
Ministers were guests of honour,
the President of the Institute ref-
erred to the growing demand for a
political amnesty. As some memb-
ers applauded others rushed the
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THE IMPACT of the world capital-
ist crisis on the car industry has
been a major test of the leadership
and the official policies of the Lab-
our movement in Britain, The issue
that they have had to grapple withis
jobs cut-backs on a massive scale.
The British Leyland Ryder Report
has hauled up nearly 20,000 jobs for
the axe over the last few years, The
proud and stately firm of Rolls-
Royce is reducing its UK work-force
by some 5,000-0dd jobs over the next
few years, as well as completely clos-
ing down the 800 jobs at the.Dundonald
plant in the north of Ireland, But the
most drastically affected by the jobs
rot are the workers at the Chrysler
UK plants in Linwood, Stoke andRy-
ton, where 8, 300 workers are expect-
ing to be given their cards anytime in
the next few months.

fight back

The need for the trade union and La-
bour movement to fight back against
the danger of unemployment on a 30s
gscale is posed most acutely in the car
industry. With a strong tradition of
ix.ilitant trade union action, for years
car workers have shown a great de-
termination to defend their living
standards against the attacks of man-
agement. Therc can be no doubt that
these same car workers would to-
day be prepared to lead a militant
struggle in defence of jobs which
would be a beacon to trade unionists
everywhzre, If only, that is, their
struggles were not sabotaged by
trade union chiefs and Labour bur-
eaucrats, at every single stage

The record of the Labour govern-
ment in dealing with the crisis inithe
car industry is the tlearest case in
point. The car industry is an ext- .
remely important barometer of Bri-
tish capitalism's economic si:anding.
During the "mini-boom' in the econ-
omy in 1971, the industry's combined
work-force of 700,000 in both motor
and components production, turned

"] WILL PUT up with no nonsense
from these jokers. There will be no
anarchy, no Communism, no disrup-

tion; "

So boasted senior shop-stewardReg
Parsons to the 'Daily Mirror the day
after five out of seven TGWU deputy
convenor posts had gone to 'moder-
ates' at the British Leyland plant at
Cowley, Oxford. The 'jokers' referr-
ed to were a group of shop-stewards
— in particular the so-called 'Mole’,
Alan Thornett — who had dared to op-
pose Parsons' collaboration with man-
agement; Thornett had led opposition
to the 'workers' participation' cémm-

ittees which were designed to increase

production and reduce manning levels.
Instead through the 'Open the Books'
committee Thornett and others had
popularised the idea of workers' ac-
cess to the books of British Leyland
as a prelude to the nationalisation of
the company under workers' manage-
ment.

WORRIED

As a result of this campaign of op-
position to redundancy plans, Thorn-
ett had won the chairmanship of the
TGWU 5/293 branch — part of the
branch broken up 19 months ago fol-
lowing a TGWU inquiry into alleged,
but unproven, irregularities. The
recent press campaign against Thorn-
ett is a repeat of a savage witch-hung
carried out then.

At the beginning of January, senior
witch-hunter Parsons — worried by
his narrow victory over left-winger
Bob Fryer in the recent senior stew-
ards election — ‘called'a press conf-
erence in his parlour and warned of
a_bee-hive of extremist activity' at
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Nationalisation and workers plan
only answer for Motor industry

out 7°* 2% of the country's gross dom-
estic product and 11% of visible ex-
ports. It is not surprising that the
car industry should be described as
of "symbolic significance as an in-

dicator of national economic potency''.

From the '""mini-boom" of 1971 to
the deepening crisis of 1976 the car
industry has led the way. The Lah-
our Government's attitude to the col-
lapse of car firms and car production
over the last twelve months is a very
likely indicator of its attitude to so-
called "lame duck'industries, If Wil-
son and company are not prepared to
use socialist measures to deal with
the devastating crisis within this in-
dustry, a part of the country's indus-
trial backbone, thern how much less
likely are they to move against cut-
backs and mass redundancies in other
industries ?

But far from using this situation
as a chance to drive the capitalists
out of an important sector of indus-
try and to place all the plants under
the management of the working class,
the Wilson Government has worked
hard to do precisely the opposite.
After placing the British Leyland
empire under the stewardship of
National Enterprise Board chief,
Lord Ryder, the Labour Govern-
ment has proceeded to hand over
£162,.5 million to the Chrysler UK
Corporation's existing management
in order to avoid the question of out-
right nationalisation as the only
measure that could save the 8,300
jobs now under the axe.

It is hardto imagine anything more
absurd and futile than the Labour
Government spending hundreds of
millions of public money to enable
the two ailing car giants, Chrysler
UK and British Leyland, to continue
to compete for the diminishing pri-
vate car market. Meanwhile, the
workforce in both companies is
pared down and the dole queues in-
exorably lengthen. However, mass-
ive demand does exist for passenger
service and commercia’ vehicles and
spares. Clearly, the potential for a
planned motor industry exists. The
greatest barrier at present tobringing
such planning about is the refusal of
the Labour leaders to tear them-
selves away from the employers
and their decaying system,

The labour movement must state
clearly the alternative to the vacillat-
ion and jiggery pokery of our leader-
ship. All motor industry firms plan-
ning redundancies must be nationalis-
ed at once, without compensation, A
national plan for the production of
cars, lorries, buses and other vehic-
les should be drawn up in relation to
the needs of the population and the
potential for trade on the world mar-
ket. Using policies of a 30 hour week
without loss of pay and work-sharing,
socially necessary employment could
be found for all the industry's present
work-force, and a great many more
unemployed workers besides.

Would the workers of Chrysler,
Leyland, Ford etc. be prepared to
fight for such a programme ifit were

Crisis in Motor industry

WITCH- HUNT AT LEVLANDS

: Reg Pars

Cowley . Next’ aay, most of the nation-
al press carried articles warning of
the extremist threat at Cowley — the
gutter press was especially vitriolic.
The Daily Mirror carried a long art-
icle headed 'Beware of the Mole'. This
press campaign, designed to avoidall
the issues and isolate individuals, co-
incided with a management announce-
ment that should Alan Thornett be el-
ected to a deputy convenor post they
would refuse to recognise him . In.a
clear breach of union democracy,
Parsons' moderate slate — including
Workers' Revolutionary Party mem-
ber Tom White — received extens-
ive publicity .

Behind the stage-managed sensa-
tionalism , it is important to under-
stand why everyday union elections
assumed such importance for Brit-
ish Leyland management, its collab-
orators in the union and in the press '
of the ruling class. The government

CANIOT SOLVE CRIS)

s BY
GRAHAM DURHAM
: ; = 23
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Leyland of April 1975 revealed that
£2. 8 billion aid would go to British
Levland over a ten year period.

There would be nonationalisation but
only majority shareholding with com-
pensation paid above even stock mar-
ket prices. Hidden behind phrases a-

- bout 'a new and rationalised model

range 'the Ryder report implied mass
sackings. There was to be no workers'
involvement in supervising where the
aid went — only 'participation commit-
tees! to examine ways of increasing
production .

Nine monthe after acceptance of
the report, the crisis in British Ley-
land has deepened. The company is
losing £6 million per week . Despite
20, 000 redundancies over the past
year, the Leyland management has
been forced to freeze capital expend-
iture — thus jeopardising the next
£100 million aid due in the summer.

ers and the Labour Party?
evidence points to the fact that they
would seize this opportunity and turn
it into a2 major offensive against all
the capitalist classes' plans for un-
employment. Look at the first res-
ponse of the Chrysler work force to
the Government's proposed plans for
the loss of 8, 300 jobs.

ing after mass meeting reportedheavy
majorities against the proposed pro-
gramme for job-cutting., But the in-
decision of the trade union official
leadership, coupled with the refusal
of the '"Tribune Group' of MPs
back the mass meeting opposing any
redundancies in Parliament, meant
that the workers were left without any §
effective leadership,

put before them by trade union lead- -
All the

Just before Christmas, mass meet-

to

criminal failure

When Chrysler management set
their '""decision by the weekend' dead-
line on Monday December 29th, the
criminal failure of the labour leader-
s‘hip to give a lead had done its work.
Il11-attended meetings began to pro-
duce majorities in favour of accept-
ance of the sell-out deal., The bur-
eaucrats must have been pleased
about the prospect of a return to a
""peaceful." life.

In the face of the refusal of the
Labour Government to break with
capitalism and the failure of the
trade union leaders to take up the
fight against the Government's policy,
the fight-back must come at plant
level. Here the lessons of the
struggle against the Ryder 'partic-
pation' committees at British Ley-
land's Cowley plant show the way in’
the fight to defend jobs. The fight
for the opening of the car firms'
books, opposition to speed-up, union
contrcl over manning levels, andfor
the sharing of work through a reduc-
ed working week without loss of pay,
can back the demand: for nationalis-
ation with an irresistible force. '

Using this aid as a carrot, the gov-
ernment and management hope to per-
suade the unions to co-operate,
through the Ryder committees, in
speed -ups and redundancies. Thus
the government hopes to repeat at
plant level, the acceptance by unions
of the' need to create redundancies, in-
crease production and hold back:wages
This has already occurred infthe TUC
ag'reement to the Wilson-Healey plans.

Yet despite widespread apathy in el-
ections , only the Triumph plant at Can-
ley , Coventry has boycotted these part-
icipation committees.

TOTAL OPPOSITION

The success of these committees is
vital to the management's plans for
rationalisation — organisations like the
Workers' Revolutionary Party and the

Communist Party , whose members
participate in the Ryder elections,
only confuse workers, Total oppos-
ition to these committees — such

as that organised at Cowley' — must
be the first step towards a fightback,
The plants need to unite to demand
the opening of the books and the nat-
jonalisation of the entire motor indus-
try under workers' management.
Short-time working and lay-offs must
be opposed by the demand for work-
sharing with no loss of pay . No speed-
ups must be allowed, All factories
threatening redundancies should be
immediately occupied.

Around these demands, workers at
Leyland and other car firms canfight»
back against the rationalisation plans
of the Labour Government , As such
a fight-back begins, the number of
witch-hunts can only be expected to
grow,



ETAIL PRICE FRAUD ..

AS THE INCREASE in the Retall
Price Index is announced each month,
' the figures inevitably spark off wide-
spread concern at -rises in the 'cost-
of-living' and a gust of hot air in the
House of Commons. Yet most work-
ers feel, from their own day-to-day
experience, that this highly-respect-
ed 'economic indicator' seems to
under-estimate the extent to which
rising prices eat into their wage
packets.

Research carried out by various
working class organisations over the
last few years into the reliability of
the official Retail Price Index (RPI)
goes a long way towards explaining
why the average worker seems to
know better than government stat-
isticians about rising prices.

threshold

The attention oftrade unionists was
particularly drawn to the RPI during
1973/74 when the Index was being
used to determine the rate at which
'Threshold' payments were paid as
the cost of living rose. The RPI was
used at that stage as the definitive

ing'-— despite the fact that most eco-
nomists AND the Government had

recognised that the Index was not an
accurate measure of the cost of liv-
ing as long ago as 1947, when the
name of the index was changed from
the 'Cost of Living Index' tothe pre-

" of Retail Prices'.
criticisms made were:

indicator of rises in the 'cost-of-liv-

'"Thée Limitations of the General Index
Some of the main

(1) "No account is made of income tax
and social security contributions
which have increased at a faster rate

than prices, reducing the value of
real take-home pay to a greater ex-
tent than revealed by a consideration
of prices alone. Furthermore, for the
average worker, over one third of any

increase to compensate for the risein
retail prices will be taken away as di-
rect deductions from the wage packet.

For low-paid workers, practically all
the increase might be eroded by the
loss of means-tested benefits, "
(2) " The treatment of housing costs
is inadequate, It takes no account
of changes in house prices and mort-
gage costs... Also the rent index
fails to reflect the true increase in
local authority rents,"
(Indeed the Research Department of
ASTMS in 1974 estmated that, if the
RPI figures were to be applied in
practice, the'weighting' given to rent

in the housing'index' would mean that:

" A tenant paying £5 per week rent

should, according to the iandex, be re-

ceiving a disposable income of £60

per week, This implies a gross wage

of about £80 per week, "

_Tell that to working class families

earning £30 to £40 per week and

paying well over £5 a week in rent!)
The ASTMS document goes on to

sent 'Retail Price Index'.

ford published a critical report

In November 1973, the Trade Union
Research Unit at Ruskin College, Ox-
on

point out:

" The RPI assumes a common pat-
tern of expenditure by different
people. In fact, lower paid workers
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the Retail .PriceIndex

Transport and
vehicles 14.9% /'

Clothing and
footwear 8.9% -

Houting 10.8% .
d light 5.3%

spend a higher proportion of their
income on precisely the things which
have been rising in price fastest:
food and housing."

They estimate that the RPI(in1974)
underestimated the rise in the cost
of living by 2-3% for the average
worker and by 3-4% for the lower
paid.

Research by the Low Pay Unit
shows that recent changes in the
statistical make-up of the Index
have disguised this fraud =till fur-
ther but, with inflation now running
at around 25% a year, the under-est-
imate may now be even worse,

A graphic example of how this
fraud works can be shown if we look
at the 'weighting' system which op-
erates on the statistics collected by
the local offices of the Department
of the Employment. Each group of
items in statisticians' typical 'shop-
ping basket' is given a 'weighting’
according to howimportant it is in

the family budget. These 'weightings'

are reviewed each year by the 'Re-
tail Price Index Advisory Committee
(22 people -in 1974: 11 Civil Servants
4 professors of Economicsand Stat-

istics » the remainder were repres-~
entatives of employers, retailers,
Women's Institutes etc, There was
one trade unionist — Sir Sydney
Greene ) and are often changed.

For example, if, as working class
living standards fall, the average
family eats less meat (because of
rising meat prices), meat consump-
tion overall falls and this item is
given less'weight' in the Index . This|
means that the price of meat, a fund-
amental part of workers' budgets, is
statistically 'adjusted' by the Gov-
ernment to diguise the effects of
price rises.

rising scale-

The CHARTIST has'consistently
argued fora rising scale of wages
to allow workers® earnings to keep
up with inflation. Threshold pay-
ments gave us an idea of the po-
tential benefits of this demand, but
we can see that it is no good rely-
ing on the ruling class 'Indices'to
tell us the extent of rises in the
cost-of-living.

If the rising scale of wages is to
have any meaning for workers"' liv-
ing standards, a working class cost
of living index must be drawn up
by the trade union movement, as-
sisted by local price committees
of trade unionists and consumers.

Now is the time for these demands
to be posed in union branches and

' the Labour movement as a concrete
alternative to the Government's £6
pay limitand falling living standards, }

‘Make the Post Office payD 2

THE POST OFFICE besides being
the biggest single employer in Brit-
ain — 434, 000 employees — is also
the biggest loss-maker with a deficit
of £307million (year ending March
31st '75). This year the loss is ex-
pected to be about the same size,

This situation has led Tory cham-
pions of '"free enterprise'' to crow
about the "inefficiency'" and "incom-
petence' of nationalised industries,
Government ministers have joined
hands with Post Office management
under pressure from this chorus in
attempts to  '""make the Post Office
pay'’.

charges

Foremost in the schemes to make
the Post Office profitable are prop-
osals to increase charges — for mail
and telephones, to cat services and
cut the labour force, But far from
making the Post Office pay, the in-
crease in postal and telephone tariffs
have actually resulted in a fall-off
in use, For example, in the 12
months to this August, first-class
deliveries fell by 20%, while second -
class dé&liveries (60% of total) rose
by only 6%.And that was before the

3p letter and the projected 103p
letter$

So increasingly the Labour Govern-
ment and Post Office management —
over which the trade union member-
ship have virtually no control —are
emphasing the need to cut labour
costs, The ground is thus being
prepared for a savage assault on
jobs, in which the leadership of the
main Post Office workers' union —
the Union of Post Office Workers

son, is going hand in glove along
with plans for redundancies,

But one vital question must be ask-
ed, Is the Post Office a public ser-
vice providing for social needs like
the Health Service or is it to be an
industry run for profit ? To the every-
day consumer, communications and

TOM ACKSON
post will be considered as a crucial
part of social servigces, But for the
suppliers of equipment and machine-

_ INTERNATIONAL TELEGRAPHS

International telecommunications
were dominated by Britain until com-
paratively recently. Until the early
sixties telegrams were transmitted
over ''point-to-point' circuits. This
meant that a number of operators
handled a telegram at each stage of
its journey, Increased efficiencyand
profitability involves reducing the
amount of handling necessary.

With this in mind the Post Office
introduced a semi-automatic sys-
tem, OTRU, in 1963, Although the
amount of jobs required was red-
uced, desperate understaffing con-
cealed the dangers of redundancy
inherent in further development of
automatic systems, In the late six-
ties ORTU was replaced by a fully
automatic system, MRC, But even
the MRC failed to cope with the in-
creasing flow of traffic,

Meanwhile the PO was fighting a
vicious international competitionfor
transit traffic. (Transit traffic isthe
most lucrative telegraphic work, in-
volving no additional costs for recep-
tion. or delivery of messages). The
PO decided to re-open OTRU, but
now met fierce resistance., Not only

(UPW) — spear-headed by Tom Jack-

had Overseas Telegraph Operators

FIRST TARGET FOR SACKINGS ?

BY A UPW (OTO) MEMBER

(OTO's) gained nothing financially
from the implementation of automat-
ic systems; their working conditions
had in fact deteriorated, The UPW
executive was forced to demand re-
compence for the re-opening of OTRU,

In the face of PO opposition an off-
icial strike of OTO's was called, in
January 1969, After some days a
national UPW strike was called, and
the PO was forced to concede extra
wages before the OTOs would man
OTRU again,

In the following yeats conditions
continued to deteriorate, Limited
implementation of recommendations
made in the Dept. of Employment and
Productivity's report on conditions in
International Telegraphs served man-
agement's interests, Work continued
on the development of the Telegram
Relay Centre (TRC), a highly sophis-
ticated fully automatic system,

In return for procedural changes at
work and the envisaged implementat-
ion of TRC, the International Tele-
graph Service (ITS) Efficiency Agree-
ment was entered into, promising
OTOs money on any savings made,

ry, like Standard Telephone and
Cables (STC), a subsidiary of the
giant monopoly ITT,profit must
clearly come first, And it appears
that the Labour Government and
Post Office management are, quite
ready to accept this philosophy.

How is the '""make the Post Off-
ice pay'" policy affecting different
sections of the Post Office?

The following article looks at
the situation in the International
Telegraph section of the PO,

During this period the PO deficit
continued to grow, An ominous drop
in traffic was becoming apparent as
the world recession developed. The
PO, nevertheless, continued toraise
its prices. Transit traffic is now
dealt with, unseen, by the TRC, which
has a very small staff requirement,
Business telegrams are increasingly
replaced by direct Telex communica=-
tion, Personal, and small business
telegrams are being priced off the
market. What then is the future for
OTOs?

The ITS Efficiency Agreement is
seen to be totally inadequate. It does
not even guarantee a reduction in
hours with no loss of pay, and the UPW
executive's promises to fight for a 35
hour week have been broken, Mean-
time the PO has begun a deliberate
policy of harassment in its dealings
with OTOs,

The PO is now almost fully staffed
—a unique situation—but are these
staff still required? When the TRC
becomes fully operational there will
be virtually no jobs left for OTOs,
and rumours circulate that what litt-
le there is could be performed by
other staff, If, in an attempt to con-
trol its deficit the PO contemplates
compulsory redundancy, it may be-
gin on the most isolated members,
the OTO grade.
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TIGHTEN BELTS a little bit more,
'give a year or several for Britain',
and the economy will have turned

the corner. Chancellor Denis Healey
and Prime Minister Wilson
these honeyed phrases to cushion

anti-working class policies, while

world

issue

the economic 'experts’ the
sver speculate on the prospects for
an upswing in the world economy.
What t ruth is there behind talk of

'recovery'? If it is true, how long
will it last? And what sort of recov-
ery is it that consigns 15 million
workers to unemployment in the in-
dustrialised capitalist world and

and drastically reduced incomes?
The international pundits are quick

growth in Gross National Product in

Above all the generalised recession
still casts its dark shadow over the
world capitalist economy. If any
testimony is needed to show this it
can be seen in the 15 million job-
less in the 24-member OECD (Org-
anisation of Economic Cooperation
and Development) countries. The
US makes up almost two-thirds of
this figure with over 8 million out
of work and with the official figures
in Britain nudging the 13 million
mark,

world trade

Another vital indicator of the con-
tinuing slump conditions is that the
volume of world trade, accordingto
GATT, dropped by 10 per cent in
the first half of 1975 compared to

Figures for gross national product

as of November show:

: . %
United States -4.0
West Germany =3:5
Japan i)
France -2.0
Italy -3.0
Britain -0.7

Predictions are being made for
improved growth rates in 1976 in
the US, Japan and indeed all the
major capitalist countries. There
is enormous spare capacity in cap-
italist industry. In the United States
manufacturing industry was operat-
ing at only 65 per cent capacity in
the middle of 1975, and still only
72. per cent in October. 'The steel
industries in Britain, Japan and
the US are working between 10and
20 per cent below capacity. But the

. trial production up by three to

millions more to starvation, poverty

to use the relative upturn in the Unit-
ed States economy—an 11,2 per cent

the same period in 1974— the sharp-
est drop since the Second World War.

(in real terms) for the whole of 1975

the ‘third quarter of 1975, a declinein
inftation and a booming share market
as evidence of a possible end to the
global capitalist recession.

industrial production

It is true also that Japan with indus-
four
per cent in the second and third quar-
ters of 1975 and West Germany with
a slight 2 per cent increase in indust-
rial production between August and
September 1975 are showing slight
signs of pick-up from slump condit-
ions of the past two years.

In Britain, the recent drop in the
rate of price increase-— an" annual
rate of 14 per cent over the lastthree
months— has been held out as the first
fruits of recovery. But as the old pro-

World recession
still dominates

problem for capitalists is: in order
to invest a suitable rate of profit in
return needs to be guaranteed. And
this simply cannot be done. The en-
ormous debts breed insecurity and
nervousness and mean that any long-
term recovery is completely ruled
out, 5
This is not to deny that there will
be a temporary improvement in
jobs, incomes and production in the
US, West Germany and Japan in par-
ticular. But as these countries pass
through an expansionary phase weak-
er states find it even more difficult
to export and compete on shrinking
national markets. In a generalised
recession an upturn in one country
reinforces the downturn in another.
Thus*all capitalist countries are
gripped in a vicious circle.
Aggravating still further attempts .
at recovery has been the lack of any
stable currency foundation to lubric-
ate and regulate world trade. The
collapse in 1971 of the Bretton Woods
monetary Agreement of 1944 and the
consequent ending of the dollar as the
stable gold-based currency on which
world trade was based, has opened
a reign of floating exchange rates.
Thus the disparities in production
and value between the capitalist nat-
ions means that world trade has no
basis for equilibrium in the exchange
of commodities.

overproduction

So in general terms the picture of

& the capitalist world confirms the

Marxist analysis of capitalism as a

system generatmg per10d1c and re-
curring crises of overproduction.

A crisis not essentially of over-pro-
duction of commodities which cannot

‘tradiction of the capitalist system.

!
R T SR TR

IN THE MIDST OF THE WORST WORLL
1930s THERE IS SPECULATION THAT !
IS IN SIGHT., WHAT PROSPECTS ARE 1
IN THE WORLD CAPITALIST ECONOM
INES THE CAPITALIST CRISIS AND TH

verb goes, one swallow does not make
a summer. And it is necessary,above
all, to explain how this particular
swallow has been conjured up.
Internationally, the perk in the US,
Japanese and West German econom-
iesis the product of an enormous re-
flation, which will soon reap its har-
vest in a new savage bout of inflation.
State aid for company investment, and
even to bankrupt cities like New York,
a consolidation of stocks and tax-cuts
have given a fillip to production. But
in turn these 'artificial respiration'
methods to stimulate a sick world
economy build up more problems
than they solve. Huge public and
private sector debts— to the tune
of $70,000 million in the US for 1975,
only stoke the fires of inflation pre- .
paring the ground for a more explos-
ive collapse.

DENIS HEALEY

be sold on the market, but over-pro-
duction of capital which cannot gene-
rate sufficient profit to permit the
process of capital accumulation to
proceed. To be precise, the increase
in the ratio of constant capital (mach-
ines, factories, computers etc) over

The crisis |

In turning to Britain we can see the
profitability crisis of world capital-
ism expressed in all its severity.

The Labour Government having re-
jected any shred of socialist econom-
ic policy is embracing thoroughly cap-
italist solutions to the crisis. Chan-
cellor Healey, who in an article call-
ed 'Strategy for Survival', written
with Industry Secretary Varley, blat-
ently states the Government's prior-
itiesin saying ""The Government em-
phasises the importance of sustaining
a private sector of industry which is
vigorous, alert, responsible and
profitable'. Thus, the traditional anti-
working class 'remedy' of deflation
has been adopted in an attempt to
restore profitability.

British capitalism's prospects for
recovery are virtually non-existent.
The Keynesian concepts which guided
policies of state intervention and
credit provision to maintain employ-

variable capital (workers) leadsto a
diminishing pool of productive labour
to exploit for surplus value. Thus the
tendency of the rate of profit to fall
asserts itself as the fundamental con-

contradiction

This contradiction within capital it-
self and the attempts of the capitalists
to offset it, assures the explosive
character of class struggles in the
coming period. Because the working
class through-its labour in industry
creates surplus value (unpaid labour)
from which profit derives, only a
collosal increase in the rate of ex-
ploitation of the working class can

postpone the deepening of the crisis. me nt and productwn are now colla.E-

f”Consumer Pnce
Increases
: COmpared

Unemployment Rates
(Adjusted for Comparablllty) :

‘\Sowce U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics

aly
¢ _vv_‘ﬂrillia'_'
France
W. Germany e o
- dapim s . \ 100
p- I I l Jan. Aug
1973 1975

Sources O.£.C. D.and

R :
S lntomstmnalMonafary Fund

L1978




% a3

CHARTIST ,February 1976,Page 5
e -

o g % ; 7 ;, A ” ’ 7 iy \ .l'
Above left: Rally of unemployed workers in the United States last year called by the United
Auto Workers union, Above: Part of the 20, 000 jobs lobby in London on November 25th, 1975

RECESSION SINCE THE
CONOMIC RECOVERY

'HERE FOR AN UPTURN
? MIKE DAVIS ExAM-
CHANCESOF RECOVERY,

| B ; t i
sing in the conditions of world rec-
ession. Britain is particularly badly

placed when it comes to talk of re-
covery.

structural weakness

Firstly, there are the structural
weaknesses of British industry. The
problems of obsolete equipment and
archaic production methods have been
compounded by the disastrously low
level of domestic fixed capital invest-
ment since the war. During the third
quarter of 1975 capital spending fell
by 6 per cent in manufacturing indus-
try. This followed successive declines
of 8 per cent and 7 per cent in the first
two quarters of 1975, This situation has
bhad severe effects in industries like
machine tools, ship-building, steel and
indeed most engineering industries,

From 1960 to 1972 investment in
plant and machinery in Britain was
only about two-fifths of total invest-
ment, that is about 7 per cent of
gross national product. Such low
domestic investment contrasts
starkly with the levels of 30 per
cent for Germany and Japan, It also
contrasts with the relatively enorm-
ous amounts of British investment
going overseas, Between 1962 and
1969 capital investment overseas—
in a variety of forms--increased by
£20, 000 million, Capital export in
search of short-term profits and cheap

labour in African and other colon-

ies now conspires to underline the
competitive weakness of British
capital on the world market.

Empire gone

Secondly, the loss of Empire and

- guaranteed markets and the immen-
se combativity of the working class
has further gripped British capital
in a powerful vice. With the cush-
ioning gone, the third vital factor
which now militates against any
prospect of recovery is the enorm-
ous burden of state debt which

hangs round the neck of British
capitalism. The international banks
and creditors are now demanding
stringent conditions for any new
loans to finance the budget deficit,
of £9 billion for 1975,

This is the background against
which British capitalism has enter-
ed the recession. The tasks now
facing it—which the Wilson Govern-
ment is clearly taking upon itself—
revolve essentially around the need
to increase the productivity of lab-
This means the amount of

our,

value extracted from the working
class has got to be dramatically
heightened in order to finance any
continuation in the process of capit-
al accumulation. This attack on the
conditions of the working class is
taking several forms.

rationalisation

Firstly, by rationalisation and
direct attacks on jobs. This is being
done through speed-up,manning re-
ductions, closures , public spending
cut-backs-— especially aid to-nation-
alised industries—and a deliberate
policy of 'lame-ducks' to the wall.
Even the largest state hand-outs of
recent months have gone towards
financing massive redundancies at
British Leyland (20, 000 throughout
1975), Chrysler (8, 300) and British
Steel (44, 000 being demanded).

Secondly, related to the rationalis-
ation strategy are plans for a wide-
spread restructuring of British ind-
ustry, Entry into the Common Mar-
ket is intended to facilitate this along
with a policy of selective state invest-
ment in 30 sectors of the economy
""most likely to succeed',

In line with these plans for restruc-
turing British capitalism— atthe ex-
pense of the working class—is the
forlorn attempt to create a climate
for private investment, This is the
pPrimary reason behind the attempts
to impose state wage control (curr-
ently taking the form of the £6 limit),
This policy is coupled with the cyni-
cal expansion of ths reserve army of
labour (unemployment) to depress the
real wages and bargaining streagth
of the working class on the labour

inflation

The rate of inflation for 1975 which
amounted to around 25 per cent has
eaten viciously into purchasing power,
This inflation has been created ess-
entially by the enormous state spend-

- m#rket,

ing of the post-war period, Subsidies,
grants, and compensation payments
not only fuels inflation but eats into
and distorts the average rate of pro-
fit by draining the private sector of
part of its profits to finance a large-
ly unprofitable state sector, These
hallowed Keynsian policies on which
post-war expansion was based are
now turning in upon themselves. Ch-
ancellor Healey's plans to cut-back
public expernditure by £3, 750 million
between 1977-1980, restriction on
the supply of paper money andcredit

B xas 421119,

and the reluctance to aid recession-
torn private industries have more to
do with attempts to cut inflation than
any policies to curb wages, which
are in no way a cause of inflation,

" Thus wage control is to be seenas

the ideological aspect of the strategy
to cut inflation, encourage investment
and restore profitability to British
industry. In this treacherous work

the Labour Government is attempt-
ing to accelerate the integration of
the trade unions into the state so
that the bureaucracy can more eff-
ectively police these measures., The
undermining of free collective bar-
gaining, the arbitration and concil-
iation machinery, the expansion of
the system of industrial tribunals
are all to be seen in this light.

world market

Finally, to improve the position of
British capitalism on the world mar-
ket the enormous balance of pay-
ments deficit has to be reduced. In
1974 it was £4 billion and in 1975
it was still around £2% billion. Heal-
ey has already predicted a a borr-
owing requirement of £12, 000 mill-
ion for 1976. To obtain this enorm-
ous sum the International Monetary
Fund (who have lent another £975m)
are demanding stringent conditions,
one of which the 'Guardian' 13th Nov-
ember reported as "evidence that
Britain is prepared to make substan-
tial public expenditure cuts.

By resorting to selective import
controls alongside the battery of
other anti-working class policies,
Healey merely reinforces the moves
on a world-scale towards protection-
ism and trade war.

Results and prospects

Undoubtedly a slight economic re-
covery is occuring in the most pow-
erful capitalist countries at the ex-
pense of working class living stand-
ards and millions of jobs. But the
recovery can be at best only short-
term, The enormous burdens of
accumulated debt which run into
billinns combined with a little red-
uced world inflation rate mean that
any upturn will confront the problem
of liquidity and the lack of ability to
replace artificial value with real

value,
In Britain, the Sunday Times Bus-

iness News forecasters, along with
other pundits, see no improvement in
the numbers unemployed before 1980,
Obviously, there is little chance of
an upturn with such high jobless fig-
ures.

All talk of general recovery is a
nonsense. The long post-war boom
has gone,to be replaced by an era
of crisis and slump. Of course, the
set-backs for working-class strug-
gle in Britain and America, high-

-lighted by the biggest jobless figures

since the Second world war, will buy
a little time for capital, But capital-
ism needs more than time to offset
its endemic contradictions . Without
an immense increase in the rate of
exploitation and a reduction in the
real wages of the working class,. the
process of capital accumulation can-
not continue.

The conditions of generalised rec-

ession and the sharpening of the con-
flicts between the various capitalist
nations over the share of S\;rplus
value (profit etc.) in an increasingly
cut-throat world market endows the
crisis with a pervasive character,
Already Britain, Finland and Italy
have begun to introduce import con-
trols on selected goods. And the US
is Tesponding by placing restrictions
on the import of foreign steel. Thus
the tendency towards protectionism,
economic nationalism and trade war

is accelerated.
The hope of a renewed and updated

Atlantic Treaty has receded and the
Common Market countries continue
to squabble and fall out over attempts
at common moneiary, energy, agri-
cultural and trading policies, with the
fear of US competition as the major
force holding them together,

It is clear that the chronic sickness
of British and world capitalism can
afford no real recovery. The historic
alternatives which Marxists have al-’
ways stressed are now becoming
increasingly highlighted, The choice
is either a return to the conditions
of the 1920s and '30s, depressionand
fascism with the inevitable prospect
of a new world war and barbarism or
the conquest of state power by the
working class, the socialisation of the
means of production and the opening
of an era of a socialist planned
econdmy as the only salvation for
the human race.
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— Middle East

AFTER 9 MONTHS of incessant
fighting , broken only by a score of
ceasefires, few lasting i.cre than a
matter of hours, the three major
cities of Lebanon, Zgharta, Tripoli
and Beirut, once the financial , com-

mercial and tourist centres of the
Fastern Mediterranean, now lie half-
ruined, streets barricaded and raked
with rifle fire. The oace prosperous
Lebanese economy has now collapsed,
the gross national product slashed by
two thirds while foreign businesses
flee the country . Nine thousand have
died out of Lebanon's three million
over the past year in the bitter civil
war . Not surprisingly, the Govern-
ment of President Suleiman I'rangieh,
has been wracked with crisis after
crisis, while the leaders of the Mos-
lem community , like the wealthy
Prime Minister, Rashid Karami.
have desperately sought a compro-
mise with the leaders of the Mar-
onite Christian people who have for
so long dominated the country. Fin-
ally , in the middle of January, un-
able to control either the Moslem
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flashpoint:

Givil War in lehannn

By Geoff. Bender

to Zeirut to quell the civil war sit-
uvatior which had erupted as Christ-
ian President , Camille Chamoun,
now Interior Minister , had sought
to amend the constitution in order
to run again for President., For
the US, squeezing the complex
Lebanese situation into the red-
and—white world of cold-war pol-
itics, saw in Chamoun, and his
Maronite Christian support a reli-
able ally against the leftward mov
ing Arab Iational Movement brought
about by the combined force of Nas-
serism in Egypt and the Syrian Ba'
athists,

During the ‘60s the relatively pros-
perous Lebanese economy , to which
the Palestinians made a considerable

contribution, boomed. The social con- the Phalangists appear to be working
flicts were smoothed over and the Pal- towards, Though the present borders

militias or the Army and Airforce,

who are more and more openly in-
tervening on the side of the right-
winy Christian Phalange , Karami re-
signed office.

FRENCH MANDATE

The conflicts which have torn the
tiny country apart have their roots
deep in the days of the French colon-
jal administration especialli- the per-
iod of the mandate established after
the 1st World War, along lines al-
ready agreed in the Anglo-French
carve-up, the Sykes -Picot agree-
ment, Under the French mandate the
Maronite Christian community were
bolstered up, in administration and
business & usedas a bastionagainstthe
stirrings of Arab nationalism in the
area. (The British used the Jewish
commtmity in Palestine in much the
same way especially against the Pal-
estinian general strike and armed re-
volt of 1936-7).

When in 1945 the present Lebanese

state emerged an elaborate structure
§ of "'power-sharing' was established.
Certain key posts were reserved for
Christian and others for Moslem pol--

iticians, The Christians, at the time
the majoriiy , were still clearly
dominant, 7

This rigid but fragile structure,
under the impact of the influx of the
Palestinians and other refugees from
the wars of 48, %7 ,'70, and'73 as
well as those fleeing the frequent
Israeli air-raids on the South Leban-
ese border and the relatively higher
birth-rate of the Moslem population,
could not respond to changed condit-
ions, Today the Maronites are only
40 % of the population of Lebanon,
The divisions, go far deeper though,
than the simple question of the prop-
ortional representation in Govern-
ment, As the finance , commerce and
tourist enterprises of Beirut flourish-
ed so, in their shadows, spread the
sprawling slums of the Moslem poor.
Not far from these; too, were the
camps where the Palestinians lived,
centres of the resistance to Zionist
expansion,

During the 50s Lebanon carce undert
the attention of the.United States as
a Cold-War risk, In 1958, 14, 000
American Marines were dispatched

estinians'® presence tclerated,

PRIVILEGES

But over the past few years, the fears only set back the struggle tounite the

of large sections of the Christian pop-
ulation of a Moslem takeover backed
by the armed power of the Palesliin-
ians, have found expression in the
growth of the right-wing Phalange,
Their demands have been essentially
for the defence of the privileges of
the Christia:: community and the dis-
amring of the Palestinians ,In furth-
erance of these, terrorist attacks

" have been launched on the Palest-

inian and Moslem people, which
have led to the current civil war,
Though initially fighting was be-
tween the private armies of semi-
feudal landlords on both sides, in-
creasingly the war has assumed a
class charzcter . On “he Moslem
side the militias of the Sccoialists,
Communists , Arab nationalistsand
the Revolutionary Communist Group

have fought alongside the Palestinians. 3150 makes clear is that ncne of the

Whilst the Phalangists have been re-
ceiving covert support from the Is-
raelis and the Army ., Increasmgly
the 'respectable' Arab lzader s have
backed away from the fighting to

" East b

find a compromise. In this
they have had the support of globe-
trotting PLO diplomat Yasser Ara-
fat, who personally called off the
recent seige of Chamoun's house,
The Army, 18,000 strong, has re-
mained officially neutral, Any at-
tempt at intervention would soon
provoke a split between the Moslem
third of the Army aad the remaining
two thirds including most senior of-
ficers who are Christian, Thus the
recurrence of a ""Black September!
situation such as occurred in Jord-
an when Hussein attempted his "fin-
al solution' to the Palestinian prob-
lem, is extremely unlikely , though
undoubtedly the hope of the Phalang-
ists , Army intervention could also
bring Syria in behind the Palestin-
ians and Moslem forces and threat-
en a new war,

DANGER OF REPARTITION

Perhapsthe greatest danger, though
is a repartition of the country, which

W

of Lebanon are themselves an imper+
ialistcreationandscarcely progress-
ive, nevertheless, repartition could

Arab people against imperialism,
Above all, the Lebanese civil war
confirms that at the core of all the
conflicts in the Middle East, the is-
sue which continues to both unite
and divide the Arab people, is the
struggle of the Palestinians to re-
gian their homeland, Bit by bit, the
richest layers of the Arab world
are sucked into the orbit of imper-
ialism and obliged to sell-out the
interests of the Palestinians while,
at the same time, the poor and op-
pressed of the Eastern Mediterr-
anean countries rally round their
banner, The alliance being formed
in the streets of Beirut and Tripoli
against the Phalange shows the be-
ginnings of the way forward for the
oppressed masses of the Arab coun-
tries, What the Lebanese experience

myriad problems of the Arab peoples
can be solved within the narrow
boundaries of the various semi-
nations carved out of the Middle
imperialism,

Repression continues in Portugal

"It is not a particular man or of-
ficer that is being accused, but an
integral part of a project thatthey
wish to crush: the idea of socialism
from below, "

Within an hour of making this state-
ment, Otelo Saraiva de Carvalho,
the radical ex-chief of the now dis-
barded Copcon security force, was
arrested for his part in the abortive
November 25th revolt,

PRISON

Whilst leftists such as Carvalho
are thrown in prison, a number of
open right-wingers have been re-
leased, These include General Kaul-
za de Arriaga, the leader of the Port-
uguese military campaign in Mozam-
bique; Dr. Silva Cunha, the last De-
fence Minister under Caetano; Dr San-
tos Junior, the former Interior Minis-
ter who supervisedthe PIDE secret
police;and Dr, Moreira Baptista,
the forme r Information Minister who
had been charged with corruption,In
addition, about one fifth of the 1200
PIDE agents still held in prisonhave
been released-, -

The first month of 1976 witnessed
an escalating anti-Communist cam-
paign in the North, The homes and
premises of Communists have been

I . by Graham Bash I

subjected to bomb attacks and mach-
ine gun fire, and even a Soviet freight-
er in Oporto had a bomb thrown at it
from a speeding car, The attacks on
the Left have not been limited toacts
of individual terror, The forces of the
state too have done their share, In
early January the National Repub-
lican Guard killed three and injured
seven when firing on a left-wing dem-
onstration, And three weeks later,
police opened fire on a crowd inCen-
tral Lisbon during a two hour strike
of shop assistants, killing one striker
and injuring four.

But despite the growing repression,
the working class is far from defeated,
Massive increases in prices at the
same time as a three month wage
freeze, have forced sections of the
working class to resist, Thousands of
workers marched through Lisbonon
a demonstration called by 13 Com-
munist Party-led trade unions, which
collectively accounted for 70% of the
estimated 800, 000 workers directly
%ffected by the wage freeze, There
was a national two-hour stoppage
of construction workers, and the
shopworkers action was a further
move againstthe Government meas-

"thousands of workers from the

_Ministry of Labour in support of

ures. In a separate demonstration,

national airline TAP and the Lisbon
telephone system, defied a Gov-
ernment ban and marched on the

demands for a 40-hour week and
workers! control,

BACK-PEDAL

Under this pressure, the Social-
ist Party-dominated Sixth Govern-
ment has been forced to back-pedal,
It has announced that the price of a
number of basic foods will be strict-
ly controlled, and that moves will be
taken to introduce a form of wage
indexation to compensate for price
increases. But the Government has
also bowed to the pressures of the
right-wing farmers of the North
who have been mobilising their
forces against the Government's
agrarian reform programme and
have threatened to cut cff Lisbon's
food supply.

The working class enters this
present wave of struggles once
again with no clear leadership.

The Communist Party, the leading
party of the organised workers,
has stepped up it campaign against
the organisations of the revolution-

OTELO DE CARVA LHO

ary left, as it attempts to prove its
respectability in time for the April
elections, Preparations for these
elections are now in full swing, and
there is every danger of big gains
for the capitalist parties, the PPD
and the extreme right CDS,

The Portuguese wc;rking class
has not yet been decisively defeat-
ed, despite all the setbacks the
revolution has suffered, But its
struggles to defend living stand-
ards in the period immediately
ahead occurs in conditions that
are probably less. favourable than
at any time since the coup of April
25th, 1974,
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Imperialism on the run In Angola

AS WE GO to press, it seems cert-
ain that Vorster has withdrawn
South African armed forces from
most of South and Central Angola,
where they have been fighting the
war for their UNITA allies. The al-
ternative would have been a colos-
sal escalation of the war, produc-
ing a lot of of trouble at home and
lining up most of the African states
on the side of the MPLA's Popular
Republic of Angola,

turnaround

This comes afier a dramaticturn.
around in the military and political
situation in the last couple of months.
First, the November advance of
South African and UNITA forces was
blocked 200 miles short of Luanda,
Then, South African involvement
made it impossible for any African
state to recognize the FNLA-UNITA
coalition "Government' in Huambo
(Nova Lisboa), and the OAU confer-
ence at Addis Ababa ended in stale-
mate, Through January, MPLA
forces have dealt a series of pun-
ishing blows at the FNLA forcesin
the North, capturing their capital
at Uige (Carmona), FNLA troops are
fleeing north in chaos, across the
frontier into Z&ire, In the south,the
coalition between the two right-wing
groups has openly collapsed, after

in-fighting, and the FNLA remnants
are escaping back to South Africa,

With the enemy virtually smashed
in the North, the MPLA are now turn-
ing their attention to the South, The
"front!" is strung out over a thousand
miles from Porto Amboin on the
coast to Texeira de Sousa on the
Benguela railway. UNITA forces are
trying to capture the latter town so
as to be able to re-open the vitally
strategic railway, essential to the
export of copper from Zaire and
Zambia, However, in the last few
weeks MPLA forces have advanced
at several points towards Huambo
and UNITA's military headquarters
at Silva Porto.

Part of the military victories
have been due to the jeep-mounted
122mm rocket batteries and other
heavy military equipment supplied
by the Soviet Union . This includes
lightweight amphibious tanks, cruc-
ial in crossing water-logged country
in the present rainy season, The pre-
sence of several thousand Cuban
troops has of course also been decis-
ive in countering the South Africans
and their Western-armed allies,
With the exit of the South Africans,
the defeat of UNITA (inevitable once
the major towns on the railwaysare
captured ) seems only a matter of :
time, However, UNITA is a relative-

SPAIN CONTINUED

decisions on fundamental issues.
The internal deadlock is complete.
Although the extreme-right is on
the retreat (with King Carlos lean-
ing on supposed 'liberals'' like In-
terior Minister Fraga Iribarne to
engineer ""reforms'), not even the
smallest constitutional change can
be '"legalized' without ratification
by the hand-picked Franco men who
comprise the bulk of the Cortes.
These men are not expected to sign,
as it were, their own death-warr-
ants, Although most industrialists,
pinning their economic hopes on
membership of the EEC, are in-
sisting that at least some sem-
blance of democracy must be in-
troduced, it is clear to other sec-
tions (including most Army and
Police tops) that the working class
is far too strong,

At present, the plan is to leg-
alize, not parties, but '"groups"
of Socialists, Christian Democ-
rats and others, whilst continuing
to ban the Communists and those
to their left, As theory has to be
turned into practice, however, it

is certain that the splits in the
regime will deepen until the whole
edifice is blown apart,

The immense power of the Spanish
workers is at present under the dom-
ination of the Spanish Communist
and Socialist parties. In the case
of both parties, the working class
is being told that the coming '"'rup-
ture' will be democratic, not soc-
ialist, Instead of linking arms
with EACH OTHER, each party is
basing its whole strategy on an
alliance with the political repres~
entatives of Spanish capitalism and
the Monarchy, Instead of prepar-
ing the working class for an
immediate struggle for state pow-
er, the leaderships are disarming
their ranks by preaching the need
for a whole period of subordination
to capitalist rule, on the under-
standing that the capitalists will be
"democratic', In this way, all the
tragic errors of the Spanish Civil
War (and, more recently, of the
revolution in Portugal) are being
repeated, Ifthe Spanishworkers can
learnthese lessons they can become the
vanguard of the European Revolution,

THERMOS WORKERS FIGHT FOR
UNION RECOGNITION

WORKERS AT Thermos Ltd,, Brent-
wood, Essex are currently engaged
ina struggle with management for
trade union recognition,

Thermos, makers of vacuum
flasks, are 1005 American owned,

a part of the Household Finance Cor-
poration of Michigan, Illinois. They
control 70% of the home market, ex-
porting 60% to 180 countries includ-
ing Chile,

Thermos' 1000 strong work force
work a 40 hour week , shift and day
work, for average earnings of £28
a week, Some single workers take
home as little as £21, Due to the
52 year-old machinery constantly
breaking down, productivity bonus
is frequently lost, Yet Thermos
made over £13 million last year,

The Transport and General Work-
ers Union have recruited akout 60
members and are trying to establish

BY GERRY BENDER

an effective branch to demand basic
trade union rights, All previous att-
empts , made by the General and
Municipal Workers Union to set up
a branch in the plant have been foiled
by pressure exerted by mangement.

Management claim that the "Works
Council" is sufficient representation.
It comprises of: the Managing Direct-
or, the Works Manager, the Personnel
Manager and Officer, Representatives
from Personnel and Security and even
a few workers, Potentially contentious
issues are vetted and blocked by lower
management, Management state, "Itis
a truly democratic body (!) We have
an excellent record of industrial re-
lations (!)"

Messages of support to:

Len Hanks TGWU District Officer,

SIX COUNTIES

19b, High St., Chelmsford, Essex.
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MP.LA. SOLDIERS PARADING IN LUANDA
ly efficient force which has managed
to gain a fair amount of popular sup-
port from the Ovimbundu people in
the South, It grew largely because the
CIA decided to shift some of its sup-
port from the discredited gangsters
of Holden Roberto's FNLA, around
1967-8

The MPLA has not merely owedits
support to military advantages. On
the contrary, all along it has maint-
ained itself against the CIA and Chin-
ese backed FNLA and UNITA by its

by Martm' Cook

mass popular support among workers
in the big cities, cutting across the
tribal divisions exploited by the other
groups, Socialists have no need to

be shame-faced about the USSR's
support for the MPLA — it flows log-
ically from the situation, Likewise

it was only natural that the US, South
Africa and NATO generally should

side with the FNLA and UNITA pro-
imperialist forces who would only
set up a neo-colonial "Uncle Tom"
regime if they came to power, The
MPLA on the other hand , as a gen-
uine popular liberation movement,
was not going to be a pliable puppet

~of imperialism, whatever its defici-

encies, Thus the USSR's support is
to be welcomed, even if they are
only using Angola as a pawn in their
'"power politics'',

Outright military defeat for the
MPLA is not likely to be onthe cards,
especially as most of the ruling
class in America is anxious toavoid
“"another Vietnam', The main dan-
ger is that some sort of compromise
or partitition solution might be
cooked up by the West through its
stooges in Ziire-and Zambia, Mobutu
and Kaunda ., We should call on the
Labour Government to recognize the
Peoples' Republic of Angola immedi-
ately and supply it with all the aid
it requires.

BILL OF RIGHTS DIVERSION

IN THE WAKE of the recent sect-
arian killings in the North of Ire-
land the Labour Government has
stepped up its imperialist military
repression by despatching more
troops and the special assasination
squads of the SAS, Tories and Loy-
alists alike have welcomed these
brutal measures., Orange demagogue
Ian Paisley is demanding "outright
war'' against the nationalist com-
munity and Tory spokesman Airey
Neave said ''the troops decision
was good news but I would like to
see drastic steps taken by the army
in South Armagh,"

In response to these imperialist
policies, organisations like the Brit-
ish Communist Party have attempted
to take the heat off the BritishArmy,
diverting the attention of the Labour
movement away from demanding im-
mediate withdrawal of British troops
towards struggle for a so-called
"Bill of Rights' for "Northern Ire-
land'! Following recent events, art-
icles and editorials in the Communist
Party paper ""Morning Star' have call-
ed on the Westminster Labour Gov-
ernment to legislate for the''rightto
work, the right to free assembly, the
right to advocate change by peaceful
means,the right to be left in-peace."
Or as an editorial on January 6th
stated, the Labour Government
"should introduce far-reaching dem-
ocratic reforms and an end to all
forms of discrimination against the
anti-Unionists, "

Thus the British state which
created the very existence of the
Six Counties statelet, artificially
separated from the rest of Ireland,
maintained a built-in Loyalist major-
ity, and cemented the institutions of
sectarianism and discrimination is
now called upon to undo this work,

To demand that Westminster and
its sectarian creatures in the north
of Ireland, which have beaten and re-
ressed the nationalist population

[ by John Quirke |-
for over 50 years CEASE this agres
sion and enact a Bill of Rights "is
the height of utopianism and object-
ively gives support to the mainten-
ance of imperialist rule in the north:
Of course, if a Labour Government
did enact such a Bill of Rights who
else but the British Army would be
called upon to implement it in the
teeth of Loyalist opposition,

This is really the nub of the mati=
er, All the talk in the Morning Star
which equates the Republican
struggle for a united Ireland with
the Loyalist para-military thugs is
merely a cover to hide the factthat
the leaders of the British Commun-
ist Party refuse to fight for the im-
mediate withdrawal of the British
Army as the only basis for class
unity in Ireland,

Uncritical reporting of the North-
ern Ireland Civil Rights Association
(NICRA) who request that the Army
"provide adequate protection for
all citizens of Northern Ireland"
and state "If the army spent more
time on this and less on harassing
people, ' the violence could be red-
uced, is to support the imperialist
idea that the troops can play a
""peace-keeping' role.

The root cause of sectarianism
is the existence of the Six County
statelet itself and it is this which
breeds these sectarian murders.
The main prop for the existence of
this state is the British Army and
for this reason it is a disgrace that
the furthest the British Communist
Party is prepared to go is to de-
mand troops be "withdrawn to bar-
racks''. This is an attempt to ap-
pear both respectable and revol-
utionary at the same time.As
Bernadette McAliskey said ina
recent interview, "If you are going
to withdraw tzoops to barracks then

why not be honest and say you don't
want the troops withdrawn at all. "

s
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A BUILD UP towards confrontation
between thousands of squatters
"illegally''residing in Greater London
Council estates and the Labour GLC
is underway.

Following the succes of the well-
publicised Elgin Ave, squat in NW
London last October when the GLC
were forced to 'rehouse' over 200
squatters, the right-wing Labour
leaders have been planning the
tactics of removing upwards of
5,000 persons now occupying semi-
derelict and rundown housing right
across London.

At the centre of the anti-squatting
‘crusade' is Cllr, Tony Judge, Chair-
man of the GLC Housing Management
Committee. He has applied far,and no
doubt will get,a court order to
remove 400-500 squatters in the
biggest squat in the country at
Hazelville Rd, Hornsey Rise in North
London. From mid-February

.turned into an 'alternative commumnity'

. housing action groups is necessary,

onwards the action is planned to
clear this ex-derelictestate which
the occupiers have refurbishedand

over the last few months.

Unlike on the continent, squatting
is not a criminal offence, so it is
usually unlikely to expect an army
of police/bailiffs to fall on estates
and eject everyone onto the street-

but it is inevitable which such large
numbers of pe ople involved at the
Present time.

CRIMINAL TRESPASS

A's the housing situation in London
moves from a state of collapse into
one of chaos for thousands of families
and students -the organisation of a

uni fied and centralised campaignin
support of squatting is an urgenttask,
The first step in this struggle isto
ensure the defeat of the present
proposals to make 'illegal trespass'
a CRIMINAL offence, in law. The
maximum participation in the-
'‘Campaign Against a Criminal
Trespass Law' by local Labour
Parties,trade union branches and

particularly the planned demonstr-
ation called for Saturday 28th Feb-
ruary,assembling in Belvedere Rd,

London SE1 at 1;30pm for a march
to Trafalgar Sq. and rally.
Info;Contact -CAMPAIGN AGAINST
A CRIMINAL TRESPASS LAW(CAC
L) 6 Bowden St, London SElI,

Tel. 01-289 3877.

Info. on Squatting action in London
area contact SQUATTERS ACTION
COUNCIL. c/o. 2 St. Pauls Rd, N1,
Tel. 01-359 8814.

mnne HOSPITALS TO CLOSE

EVERYONE KNOWS there is a crisis
in the National Health Service-— that
the present service is inadequate to
meet the needs of working people.
Everyone knows there are long wait-
ing lists for mon-emergency' operat-
ions-—— well over % a million at pres-
ent. Everyone, that is, except of
course the Department of Health.
On the contrary, Barbara Castle and
co are arguing that in some parts of
London there are more beds than
are needed and therefore there is a
need for'rationalisation'. This
means in reality the closing  of
small hospitals and relocating some
of the larger ones. St. Bartholem-
ew's in the City may be moved to
Hackney and the Westminster Hos-
pital to Croydon.
Certain information on
has come to light. For example, in
West London the District Manage-
ment Team (DMT)for North Hamm-
ersmith are planning 'major changes’
at Acton Hospital. This means end-
ing most of the services now pro-
vided and some time in the unspeci-
fied future opening a geriatric an
psychiatric hospital. The net effect
will be a reduction in staff employed.
If the DMT sees the need for ager-
jatric and psychiatric hospital inthe
area then why not build a new o=ne
rather than create one at the expense

closures

Clive Pullinger (ASTMS)

of present services.

The ASTMS London Health Services
Advisory Committee is monitoring
cut-backs in the Liondon area and is
producing a regular information bul-
letin. The latest issue lists the foll-
owing cutbacks:
® The Brentford and West Middlesex

hospitals could soon both be shut.

® Four hospitals in the East End are
in jeopardy-—including the Poplar,
the Metropolitan, the Eastern, and
the Invalid and Crippled.Children's
Hospital.

® The new Royal Free is to go on a
five-day week.

® The Middlesex Hospital could be
closed.

® There is to be further 10 per cent
cutback in the NHS in the Camdenand
Islington area.

® It is proposed to close four hospit- |

als in the Greenwich and Bexley area
— including the Dreadnought Szamen's
hospital, the Royal Herbert, Bexley
and Welling Hospital, and the Eltham
and Mottingham.This will mean a
reduction in at least 700 beds.

® Overtime has been cut at the Lon-
don hospital, particularly amongst
ancillary staff,

® The Lister Institute in Chelsea is
closing.

FO\ XWE

AS THE TRIVIA about the Equal
Opportunities Commission being
based in "Personchester' dies down
it is time to consider whether the
implementation of recent legislation
will be of any benefit te workiug
class women,

The Equal Pay Act of 1970 which
has provided many employers with
an additional five years- of cheap
female labour states that equal pay
must be given where the work carr-
ied out is the same, or of a broadly
similar nature or of equal value.
The Sex Discrimination Act which
complements this piece of legislatio
was drawn up to outlaw discrimina-—
tion on the grounds of sex or marital
status,

LOOPHOLES

Traditionally women have been
employed in the semi-skilled and
unskilled areas of the manufacturing
and service industries or in offices,
which may be small enough to slip
through one of the many loopholes
inthe Acts, These jobs have always
been classified as women's
work and are often little more than
an extension of housework. Because
men have never been employed in
these areas it is impossible to give
equal pay, and employers will argue
whether a woman's dexterity is of
more value than a man's physical
effort. This has been done by many
employers using job evaluation
schemes and regrading .

In 1972 the average woman's week-.

ly wage was 51 per cent of theaver-
age man's, and in October 1975 it

EQUALPAY-GLOSE THE LODPHOLES

London Squatters face
G.LC.challenge v o

O
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by Von McClarey

benefits are concerned, together
with the inadequacy of nurseriesand
other social facilities, means there
is no alternative but for women to
allow themselves to be exploited in
these sweat-shops, . without any form
of organisation, as a means of exist-
ence. ;

%‘amily commitments do not end out
of working hours and women are 'un-
able to claim bonus for shift work;
pregnancy and lack of child-care
facilities can put a stop to bonuses

D for long-term service.The woman's

role as family doctor/nurse will
mean she looks after the sick family
and loses the attendance bonus. High
unemployment may mean she is the
sole wage-earner in the family, so
gaining a living wage is more import-
ant than ever.

Arguing that equal pay will force
prices up and cut productivity, leav-
ing no alternative but redundancies
and short-time, the employers att-
empt to divide the working class.

In 1975 women were losing their jobs
at a rate of 106 per cent faster than
in 1974 while men lagged behind with
an increase of 50 per cent on the
previous year. To save jobs women
in a Norfolk mushroom factory vol-
unteered to remain on 873 per cent
of the male rate as laid down by the
Agricultural Wages Board.

If the Equal Pay Act is to mean
anything to working class women it
is necessary for all wages to be
brought up to a national minimum
of £40—irrespective of the £6 pay

was still only 55 per cent of the man's limit. The Labour Government

earnings. Domestic responsibilities
force women to accept unskilled em-
ployment which is often part-time

should ensure that all loopholes
are closed and that job evaluation
frauds are stamped out. Above all

and poorly unionised. While the man's t0 work towards Equal opportunity

official role as the breadwinner does
not permit him to accept lowly paid
"women's work', the state's failure
to recognise women as independent
citizens, where social security and

at London Labour
Conference

AN IMPORTANT motion from
ASTMS London Division is going to
the London Labour Party Conference
on. March 7-8th. It calls for no cut-
backs, expansion of the NHS, for an
immediate injection of £1, 000m for
nationalisation of the drug and med-
ical supply industries, for an endto
private practice and for Labour
councillors to take up a real fight
for increases in NHS funds.

The National Coordinating Comm-
ittee Against Cuts in the NHS is
planning a lobby of the conference to

H support the motion.

(Defend NHS' Motion |

the domestic burden must be trans-
ferred from the woman's shoulders
to the state in the provision of nur-
series and necessary social facil-
ities.

g CHARTIST PUBLIC MEETING
- STOP LABOURS CUTS

SPEAKERS: Ken Livingstone (GLC
councillor) and Paul Moore (Lam-
beth Council and Socialist Charter),
PLACE: Stamford Hill Library,
Stamford Hill, N16, START: 8, 00pm|{
WEDNESDAY, 18th FEBRUARY, {

@® UNEMPLOYMENT CONFERENCE
HORNSEY CLP. Sunday, 29th Feb,
llam-4pm. Speakers include Lab-
our MP and T.U, leaders and shop
stewards, Details/delegates cred-
entials: Ian Watson, 12 Denton Rd.,

Hornsey, N8,
NORWOOD LPYS,” Defend the right
to work, Monday March 8th 7, 30pm
Brixton Training Centre(opp Lambeth
Town Hall), Speakers: include Tony
Banks(GLC Councillor) _
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